
 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday, October 24, 2007 

 
Good Neighbors:  

Collaborating Across Town Lines 
10:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

 
Pamela Lorenzo & Michele Holovach – Ansonia/Derby/Shelton 

Lisa Cooney & Sherry Filiatreault – Groton/New London/Norwich  
 

Agenda 
10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 

 
Evolution of cross town collaboration (see Valley Early Care & Education 
Organizational Chart) 

� 1993 – Valley Council for Health and Human Service 
Organizations (VCHHSO) established.  This cooperative 
venture linked 50 non profit health and human service providers 
throughout the Valley.  The mission of VCHHSO is to identify, 
plan, implement, and coordinate a comprehensive system of 
human service delivery and to advocate for community-wide 
and culturally diverse planning approaches in the larger Valley 
community 

 
� 2000 -  Lower Naugatuck Valley recognized as All American 

City-  Stakeholders from Ansonia, Beacon Falls, Derby, 
Naugatuck, Oxford, Seymour, and Shelton including municipal 
leaders, business, law enforcement, education, non profits and 
concerned citizens who pooled their resources to prepare and 

http://www.neevia.com


present the key points of successful projects and endeavors in 
the Valley 

 
� 2005 – Formation of the Early Childhood Committee, one of 

seven standing subcommittees of VCHHSO, that reports out 
monthly.  Members include representatives from the School 
Readiness Councils of Ansonia, Derby, Seymour, and Shelton 
of which Discovery is part, child care providers, mental health 
agencies, the Valley United Way, and regional adult and family 
education programs. 

 
� 2005 – Formation of the Valley Director’s Network with funding 

from the Graustein Memorial Fund.  The 63 members include 
directors of day care centers, home day care providers, 
librarians, Valley Family Resource Center, and Discovery 
members.  The network provides a means for sharing 
professional development information, state regulations, best 
practices, connecting with other networks, and developing and 
organizing the Play and Learn Fair. 

 
Local issues vs. regional issues 

 
� Local – 

~ Ansonia – Harvest Fair (fall); Family Resource Fair (spring) 
~ Derby – Derby Day (June) 
~ Seymour – Pumpkin Festival (fall) 
~ Shelton – Shelton Day (fall); Plumb Library Fair (spring) 
~ Parenting workshops in Ansonia and Derby 
 

� Regional –  
~ communications and marketing: coloring sheets, magnets, 
supercoups, door hangars, Walmart, Capacity Study, 
Community Breakfast, Play and Learn Fair; web pages   
~ parent involvement 
 

 
Valley Websites: 
 www.electronicvalley.org  
 www.preschooltools.org 
 www.ansonia.org  (click on School Readiness) 
 www.sheltonpublicschools.org  (click on School Readiness Council) 
 www.derbyps.org  (click on District Programs and then Head  
    Start/Readiness) 
 www.seymourschools.org  (School Readiness is located at Lopresti  
       School but no info on website) 
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